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SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE 
 

HONORARY DEGREE POLICY  

 
I. Purpose:  

 

This Honorary Degree Policy (“Policy”) sets forth Springfield College’s (“College”) standards 

and procedures regarding honorary degrees. 

 

II. Scope: 

 

This Policy applies to all members of the College involved in the nomination or selection of 

candidates for honorary degrees. 

 

III. College Policy: 

 

An honorary degree is one of higher education’s most significant accolades.  It is the policy of 

the College to award honorary degrees on a selective basis to distinguished individuals who 

merit special recognition for genuine achievement and distinction in a field or activity consonant 

with the mission of the College.  Only the Board of Trustees may authorize and, as applicable, 

revoke the award of an honorary degree in accordance with the College’s Bylaws. 

 

A. Criteria 

 

An honorary degree from the College should recognize individuals who have made outstanding 

achievements and contributions to an academic discipline or to society.  Contributions to society 

may include outstanding contributions to the College.  Such degrees recognize distinguished 

scholarship and accomplishments in the professions, arts, sciences, humanities, public service, 

and service to others.  Recipients of Springfield College honorary degrees should reflect the 

College's mission, high ideals and values and exemplify the concepts of excellence, service, and 

integrity.  Their lives should inspire others and exemplify the College’s aspirations for its 

graduates. 

 

B. Guidelines 

 

 There is no limit on the number of qualified candidates who may be selected as honorary 

degree recipients for each commencement day using the procedures outlined below.  It is, 

however, not mandatory that any honorary degrees be awarded.  In addition, an honorary 

degree may be awarded at a significant occasion other than commencement if deemed 

appropriate. 

 Commencement speakers are selected by the President.  A commencement speaker may 

or may not be awarded an honorary degree. 
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 All members of the College community, including members of the Board of Trustees, are 

encouraged to submit nominations for honorary degree recipients.  The College does not 

accept self-nominations. 

 Normally, an honorary degree should not be awarded in absentia.   

 

C. Selection Process 

There are four steps in the process: 

1. Nomination.  A nomination should include a letter or statement as to why the person 

should be nominated, including references to the applicable criteria noted above, and 

provide additional support documentation.  Support documentation should include as 

many of the following as possible: 

 A description and explanation of the nominee’s accomplishments  

 An explanation of how the accomplishments reflect the mission of the College 

 A curriculum vita, resume, or significant biographical information 

 

Nominations may be submitted to the Office of the President or the Provost’s Office.  All 

nominations shall be forwarded to the Honorary Degree Committee (“Committee”), 

which is appointed by the President and composed of nine members as follows*:   

 The Provost, who shall chair the Committee;  

 The Deans of the College’s five schools; 

 The President and Vice President of the Faculty Senate; and 

 The Student Trustee. 

*  The President may adjust the composition of the Committee as s/he deems appropriate.  

Nominations will be acknowledged by the receiving office but based upon the 

confidential nature of the process no further information as to the status of the nomination 

will be shared with the nominator. 

In no instance may the Committee members disclose the names of individuals nominated 

or recommended for honorary degrees.  All Committee members shall maintain the strict 

confidentiality of the nomination process.  Letters in support of the nomination shall not 

be solicited.  In no instance shall the individual nominated for an honorary degree be 

notified of his or her nomination by anyone other than the College’s President or her/his 

designee. 

2. Candidacy.  A nominee may become a recommended candidate only by action of the 

Committee*.  The Committee shall consider the information contained in the nomination 

and provided documentation, and may consider other pertinent information.  It is the 

Committee’s responsibility to review the submitted biographical material of each 

nominee for an honorary degree, and to recommend nominees to the President as 

candidates for honorary degrees.  A simple majority vote by the Committee will 

determine its recommendation for each nominee. 
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*  In the event that the Committee cannot review a nominee in a timely manner (e.g., late 

acquisition of a commencement speaker), the President may recommend candidacy to the 

Board of Trustees with concurrent notification to the Committee.  

3. Presidential Selection.  The President selects from among the candidates recommended 

by the Committee those persons who will be awarded honorary degrees, subject to Board 

of Trustee formal approval.  The President may support, alter, or reject the list of names.  

The President will notify the Committee in the event that s/he alters or rejects the list of 

proposed candidates.  Nominees recommended and not selected to receive an honorary 

degree may remain in the approved category for a period of five (5) years from the date 

of candidacy, however the Committee may recommend to the President the removal of a 

candidate from the candidate list.   

 

4. Board Approval.  The Board of Trustees, acting through its Executive Committee, 

approves the awarding of degrees to those who are selected by the President. 

 

D. Public Announcements 

Public announcement of an award of an honorary degree is to be handled exclusively through the 

Office of the President.  The President will officially notify the individual upon whom an 

honorary degree will be conferred.  The President will determine when and where the honorary 

degree will be conferred. 

E. Revocation of Honorary Degrees  

In extraordinary circumstances, the Board of Trustees may rescind a previously awarded 

honorary degree.  The revocation of an honorary degree shall only be made after careful 

consideration of the original rationale for the award of the degree and of subsequent 

circumstances, and a determination by the Board of Trustees that the conduct of the honoree is 

inconsistent with the values of the College for which the recipient was honored.   

 

 

 

Approved by:   President and Cabinet (September 22, 2015) 

    Board of Trustees Executive Committee (September 15, 2015) 

    Board of Trustees (October 24, 2015) 

Date Effective:   October 24, 2015 

 

 


